Maths Jargon Buster
Year 4

This jargon buster covers the maths terms learnt in year 4. Some of these terms will be new to your child, but
they may have already learned about many of them in year 3. Where possible, we have included helpful links to
our Parenting Wiki page for each of the terms, should you wish to learn more. For words relevant to other year
groups, please look in our Jargon Busters category.

Maths Term Further Information

the amount of space within the perimeter
of a 2D shape. It is measured in square
units, such as cm?, m?, etc. You can use
area the formula:

length x width = area
to work out the area of a rectangle.

a mathematical t
much a contain
measured in litres
tablespoo

capacity

a set of values that show the position of
a certain point in two-dimensional space
coordinates These positions are marked according tc
numbers of the horizontal axis (x-axis) a

the vertical axis (y-axis).

the study of money including coins
currency

and notes.
expanded used when mul.tlplylng 2-digit by 1-.d|g.|t
collnE numbers. Multiply the ones and write it

down. Multiply the tens, then write it down.

multiplication Then add them together.
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the opposite or reverse of something else.
In a maths fact family, we can easily see
inverse the inverse of each of the four operations -
addition (+), subtraction (-), multiplication
(x) and division (<).

the amount o
mass 5
gas. It is meas
the generic term used to cover the
operation functions - add, subtract, multiply
and divide.
a flat two-dimensional shape with four
quadrilateral straight sides and four vertices. The interior
angles add up to 360°.
Roman a counting system that originated in
ancient Rome. In Roman numerals,
numerals . .
numbers are depicted using letters.
like a reflectio
symmetry

*Disclaimer: We hope you find the information on our website and resources useful. As far as possible, the contents of this resource are reflective
of current professional research. However, please be aware that every child is different and information can quickly become out of date. The
information given here is intended for general guidance purposes only and may not apply to your specific situation.
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